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figure 2: scenario 2: landfill with biogas recovery for electricity generation.

figure 3: scenario 3: msW incineration for electricity generation and materials recovery.
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figure 4: scenario 4: msW gasification for electricity generation, and materials recovery. 

figure 3: (Contined)
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are much higher in the case of gasification as compared with incineration, as a consequence 
of much lower emissions of respiratory inorganics in scenario 4.

those positive environmental effects could increase if energy conversion efficiency asso-
ciated to incineration and gasification are improved.

4 ConClusions
this study compares the environmental performance of three alternative Wte scenarios 
under typical conditions of a mid-sized town in a developing country.

energy recovery, either from biogas or msW incineration or gasification, results in a sig-
nificant reduction in global warming potential, acidification, human toxicity and abiotic 
resources impact categories.

the positive contributions of material and energy recovery to overall environmental per-
formance are clearly shown here, particularly in the case of aluminium recycling that results 
in a direct positive impact on human health, fresh water ecotoxicity and natural resources.

positive impacts due to avoided fossil fuel and mineral consumptions, as a result of elec-
tricity injection to the public grid and aluminium recycling, are sufficiently large to generate 
offsets in various impact categories.

finally, results obtained here highlight the value of life cycle assessment to identify the 
environmental attributes of Wte alternatives in the context of decision making concerning 
circular economy scenarios.

referenCes
 [1] palmiotto, m., fattore, e., paiano, v., Celeste, g., Colombo, a. & Davoli, e., influence 

of a municipal solid waste landfill in the surrounding environment: toxicological risk 
and odor nuisance effects. Environment International, 68, pp. 16–24, 2014.

 [2] fernandez-gonzález, J.m., grindlay, a.l., serrano-Bernardo, f., rodriguez-rojas, 
m.i. & zamorano, m., economic and environmental review of waste-to energy sys-
tems for municipal solid waste management in medium and small municipalities. Waste 
Management, 67, pp. 360–374, 2017.

 [3] arafat, h.a., Jijakli, K. & ahsan, a., environmental perdormance and energy recovery 
potenctial of five processes for municipal solid waste treatment. Journal of Cleaner 
Production, 105, pp. 233–240, 2015.

 [4] Bosmans, a. & helsen, l., energy from Waste: review of thermochemical technologies 
for refuse derived fuel (rDf) treatment. Proceedings Venice 2010, Third International 
Symposium on Energy from Biomass and Waste, venice, italy, pp. 8–11, november 2010.

 [5] leckner, B., process aspects in combustion and gasification Waste-to-energy (Wte) 
units. Waste Management, 37, pp.13–25, 2015.

 [6] panepinto, D., tedesco, v., Brizio, e. & genon, g., environmental performances and 
energy efficiency for msW gasification treatment. Waste Biomass Valor, 6, pp. 123–
135, 2015.

 [7] lee, u., Chung, J.n. & ingley, h.a., high-temperature steam gasification of municipal 
solid waste, rubber, plastic and wood. Energy Fuels, 28(7), pp. 4573–4587, 2014.

 [8] Chen, D., yin, l., Wang, h. & he, p., pyrolysis technologies for municipal solid waste: 
a review. Waste Management, 37, pp. 116–136, 2015.

 [9] Wang, h., Wang, l. & shahbazi, a., life cycle assessment of fast pyrolysis of munici-
pal solid waste in north Carolina of usa. Journal of Cleaner Production, 87, pp. 511–
519, 2015.



 P. González, et al., Int. J. of Energy Prod. & Mgmt., Vol. 3, No. 2 (2018)  155

[10] akolkar, a.B., Choudhury, m.K. & selvi, p.K. assessment of methane emission from 
municipal solid wastes disposal sites. Research Journal of Chemistry and Environment, 
24(4), pp. 49–55, 2008.

[11] ahmed, s.i., Johari, a., hashim, h., lim, J.s., Jusoh, m., mat, r. & alkali, h.,  economic 
and environmental evaluation of landfill gas utilisation: a multi-period  optimisation 
approach for low carbon regions. International biodeterioration &  biodegradation, 
102, pp. 191–201, 2015.

[12] Broun, r. & sattler, m., a comparison of greenhouse gas emissions and potential 
electricity recovery from conventional and bioreactor landfills. Journal of Cleaner Pro-
duction, 112, pp. 2664–2673, 2016.

[13] gökçek, m. Waste to energy: exploitation of landfill gas in micro turbines. Journal of 
Engineering Sciences, 6(2), pp. 710–716, 2017.

[14] astrup, t.f., tonini, D., turconi, r. & Boldrin, a., life cycle assessment of thermal 
Waste-to-energy technologies: review and recommendations. Waste Management, 37, 
pp. 104–115, 2015.

[15] ayodele, t.r., ogunjuyigbe, a.s.o. & alao, m.a., life cycle assessment of waste-
to-energy (Wte) technologies for electricity generation using municipal solid waste in 
nigeria. Applied Energy, 201, pp. 200–218, 2017.

[16] lee, u., han, J. & Wang, m. evaluation of landfill gas emissions from municipal solid 
waste landfills for the life-cycle analysis of waste-to-energy pathways. Journal of 
Cleaner Production, 166, pp. 335–342, 2017.

[17] Karlsson, J., Brunzell, l. & venkatesh, g., material flow analysis, energy analysis, 
and partial environmental lCa of a district heating combined heat and power plant in 
sweden. Energy, 144, pp. 31–40, 2018.

[18] Bidart, C., fröhling, m. & schultmann, f., municipal solid waste and production of 
substitute natural gas and electricity as energy alternatives. Applied Thermal Engineer-
ing, 51(1–2), pp. 1107–1115, 2013.

[19] iso 14.040. environmental management—life cycle assessment—principles and 
framework. International Organization for Standardization, geneve, switzerland, 
2006.

[20] iso 14.044. environmental management—life cycle assessment—requirements and 
guidelines. International Organization for Standardization, geneve, switzerland, 2006.

[21] nCh. 3321. norma Chilena 3321: Caracterización de residuos sólidos municipales. 
Instituto Nacional de Normalización, santiago, Chile. 2012.

[22] astm D5231-92(2008). standard test method for determination of the composition 
of unprocessed municipal solid waste. ASTM International, West Conshohocken, pa, 
2008.

[23] astm e790-87(2004). standard test method for residual moisture in a refuse-derived 
fuel analysis sample. ASTM International, West Conshohocken, pa, 2004.

[24] astm e830-87(1996). standard test method for ash in the analysis sample of refuse-
derived fuel. ASTM International, West Conshohocken, pa, 1996.

[25] astm e897-88(2004). standard test method for volatile matter in the analysis sample 
of refuse-derived fuel. ASTM International, West Conshohocken, pa, 2004. www.astm.
org

[26] Bs en 14918. solid biofuels. Determination of calorific value, 2009.
[27] Bs en iso 16948: 2015 solid biofuels. Determination of total content of carbon, 

hydrogen and nitrogen, 2015.



156 P. González, et al., Int. J. of Energy Prod. & Mgmt., Vol. 3, No. 2 (2018) 

[28] epa. Landfill Gas Emissions Model (LandGEM) Version 3.02. EPA-600/R-05/047. u.s. 
environmental protection agency. office of research and Development,  Washington, 
DC 20460, 2005.

[29] finnveden, g., hauschild, m.z., ekvall, t., guinée, J., heijungs, r. & hellweg, s., 
recent developments in life cycle assessment. Journal of Environmental Management, 
91(1), pp. 1–21, 2009.

[30] guinée, J.B., gorrée, m., heijungs, r., huppes, g., Kleijn, r. & Koning, a.D., Hand-
book on life cycle assessment. Operational guide to the ISO standards. I: LCA in 
perspective. IIa: Guide. IIb: Operational annex. III: Scientific background. Kluwer 
academic publishers, isBn 1-4020-0228-9, Dordrecht, 2002.

[31] pré Consultants. simapro 7.3.3. pré Consultants, amersfoort, the netherlands. 2009.
[32] environmental impact Declaration. planta Bio energia los pinos. presented to the 

Chilean environmental impact assessment service in august 2017. http://seia.sea.gob.
cl/documentos/documento.php?idDocumento=2132658505 (accessed 12 september 
2017).

[33] tchobanoglous, g., theisen, h. & vigil, s., Integrated Solid Waste Management Engi-
neering Principles and Management Issues, mcgraw-hill, inc.: singapore, 1993.


