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The aims of this study were to examine the features of teenagers involved in polygamy 

partnerships in the chosen case study area, using socio-demographic relationships. The types 

research is descriptive and quantitative. This research method uses a survey approach to obtain 

data from a collection of panels or respondents. Purposive sampling strategies were applied. 

The total sample of 48 respondents consists of 16 homes, each with 16 husbands, 16 first 

wives, and 16 second wives. The analysis technique is descriptive, utilizing percentage 

calculations. The results of this study found that female teenage polygamy was discovered in 

14 villages, with Mekar Jaya and Kertaju having the highest concentrations. 44% of the teen 

polygamy population was 17 years or younger. Based on their work activity, 73% of 

polygamous teens were found to be unemployed. Women who do not work are more likely to 

be open to polygamous relationships. The bulk of polygamous women are from villages 

outside the subregion. The dispersion of their original villages influences the socio-spatial and 

socio-demographic characteristics of young polygamists. The prevalence of polygamy 

marriage among young people can be attributed to teenagers' lack of knowledge of the 

obligations associated with marriage, namely the tasks demanded of a husband. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Population plays an important role in the development of a 

region. The more people there are, the more potential there is 

to be developed or to be used for development of the region. 

Because human resources are an important component of 

development in addition to natural resources and technology. 

However, the fact is that the increase in population often 

brings more problems than solutions to development. Many of 

the regions in Indonesia that have a high population have 

sometimes many social problems that arise as a result of the 

effects of population growth. Moreover, urban areas that are 

identical to the shortage of population and accompanied by the 

limited land available, create a lot of social problems. Often 

problems arise in urban areas due to the large number of 

people, including poverty, desertification, crime, slum 

settlements, migration, etc. The problems that arise often make 

the government work extra hard to suppress population growth 

and as the government's PR in determining the regional 

planning policy as an attempt to solve the problems that exist 

[1]. 

Indonesia is one of the countries with the highest population 

in the world. It can be seen from the high birth rate. This factor 

does not depend on the fact that there are more women than 

there are men. Thus, it can affect the preference for the age of 

first marriage that occurs on average is 21.23 years in 2023. 

The figure is a thin increase of 0.01 years compared to the 

previous year of 21.22 years. Further, when examined in detail 

again it can be seen that that 33.76% of young people in 

Indonesia registered their age of marriage in the range of 19-

21 years by 2022. Then, as many as 27.07% of the youth in the 

country have the first marital age at 22-24 years. There are also 

19.24% of the young people who first married at age 16-18 

years. When viewed by gender, the age of first marriage of 

young men and women must be different, where men tend to 

enter their first years of life older than women. In particular, 

35.21% of young men were first married at the age of 22-24 

years. 30.52% of the young men had their first marriage age at 

25-30 years. 37.27% of girls were 19-21 years of age, and

26.48% of women were 16-18 years old [2]. Thus, this

condition is highly likely to occur in the practice of polygamy.

Polygamy in Indonesia has been strictly regulated by law. In

Indonesia, polygamy has certain demographic implications,

which are influenced by cultural, legal, and religious contexts.

The prevalence of polygamy and its demographic impact can

vary in different regions of Indonesia. In some areas,

polygamy is more common, while in other areas, it is less

common. These regional variations can lead to different

demographic patterns. The rate of acceptance of polygamy in

Indonesia varies, with some communities and individuals

viewing it as a traditional and acceptable practice, while others

may have reservations or oppose it. These social norms can

affect the prevalence of polygamy and its demographic effects.

Polygamy is a phenomenon with significant social, cultural,

and psychological implications especially for adolescents [3].

It varies greatly in practice and acceptance in different
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societies and can affect various aspects of social life. The 

practice of adolescent polygamy, in which one or both partners 

are adolescents, is a complex problem with the socio-

demographic dimensions in Indonesia. Teenage polygamy 

involves at least one party who is a teenager, usually under the 

age of 18. The age of a teenage couple may vary, and in some 

cases, they may be quite young. While polygamy in Indonesia 

is generally subject to legal and religious regulations, practices 

involving adolescents may have certain sociodemographic 

characteristics and implications [4]. Polygamy refers to the 

cultural or social practice of marrying multiple couples at the 

same time. The ongoing debate on polygamy, which remains 

a controversial issue in all fields, has placed it as a practice 

with a long history, largely recognized as one of the oldest 

customs in the world [5]. Polygamy is a complex and 

culturally diverse phenomenon with complex and varied 

influences [6]. This is prominent given the negative effects of 

women engaged in illegal polygamous marriages, as 

demonstrated by the practice of single marriage (informal, 

unregistered marriage) [7].  

The direct acceptance by the population of the legality of 

polygamous marriages in various places is not uniform. 

Especially in the case of women. While the state recognizes a 

woman's marital status, it is clear that her position as a wife 

will be vulnerable to some weaknesses in various dimensions 

[8]. The spread of divorce among young married people is a 

common result of polygamy partnerships, especially those 

involving adolescents [9]. Polygamous marriages have been 

shown to have negative consequences for the family, 

especially for the first wife [10]. Polygamic marriage has been 

associated with a variety of concerns, including domestic 

(physical, psychological, sexual, and economic) harassment 

[11]. This suggests that substantial research has been done to 

investigate the negative effects of polygamy. Despite this, 

there is a lack of comprehensive research on adolescent 

polygamy partnerships. The study contains empirical data on 

the unique discovery of polygamy frequency, with particular 

emphasis on the occurrence of poligamy association among 

adolescents [12]. The practice of polygamy can also have a 

negative impact on the psychology of a disharmony teenager, 

the disharmonious tendency resulting from the woman who is 

tormented will always sow hostility among her larger family, 

by spreading feelings of hatred, and encouraging her children 

to oppose her brothers and sisters of the other mother, 

prompting her husband to take the rights of that other mother's 

daughter in order to add to her children's rights. The husband 

sometimes becomes confused and then follows the wishes of 

his most beloved wife. Finally, there was destruction among 

the whole family. 

The pattern of adolescent polygamy distribution can be 

described using a spatial analysis approach. Examining 

juvenile polygamy in the context of space studies can be a 

useful way to understand the phenomenon of space 

homogamy. These phenomena can be associated with the 

individual's tendency to find mates with similar characteristics 

or characteristics, which include spatial and geographical 

similarities. 

The above conditions also occurred in some other regions 

such as the Banyuasin district of South Sumatra. The 

population problem is the high number of early marriages. By 

population, Musi Banyuasin district is one of the most 

populous districts in South Sumatra Province. According to 

the projections of the population census results in 2022 Musi 

Banyuasin district reached 633.124 people. The increase in the 

population from year to year is not followed by the spread of 

population. This is due to the high migration rate of the 

population either entering or leaving Banyuasin district. On 

the other hand, the other problem is the high number of 

polygams.  

Polygamy phenomena are also found in some areas of 

Banyuasin district where the prevalence of juvenile polygamy 

varies greatly like in rural areas. The practice of polygamy 

varies from one community to another, depending on cultural, 

religious, and individual factors. The spread of polygamy in 

Banyuasin district is also influenced by regional conditions 

and demographic characteristics.  

Moreover, when viewed far away from a wider territorial 

perspective, it can be seen that the spatial relationship between 

the territories is characterized by acts of juvenile polygamy. 

The socio-demographic characteristics of the people involved 

in the marriage in Musi Banyuasin district include husbands, 

first wives, and second wives. The scrutiny of this social 

situation indicates that the socio-demographic adolescents in 

polygamy households are affected by the characteristics of the 

region [13].  

Current practice of juvenile polygamy in Musi Banyuasin 

district raises serious concerns about the well-being and rights 

of adolescents, especially young girls, as it can lead to 

problems such as early pregnancies, limited educational 

opportunities, and potential health risks. Efforts have been 

made by the government of Banyuasin District to address and 

regulate this issue through legislative reforms and educational 

programmes aimed at raising awareness about the importance 

of postponing marriages and promoting the rights of young 

people. Thus, the effort was optimally implemented due to the 

limited field data to detect in detail the social demographic 

spread of polygamy perpetrators. Given the problems that have 

been outlined above, this study attempts to analyze the socio-

demographic characteristics of polygamy teenagers in Musi 

Banyuasin district based on spatial distribution. This research 

offers how a comprehensive understanding of the socio-

demographic conditions of adolescents in polygamy 

households, as well as highlights the social-spatial dynamics. 

As a result, these results can serve as a valuable resource for 

future research related to relevant research topics. 

 

 

2. METHODS 

 

The type of research quantitative research, but taking into 

account the purposes of research. Quantitative descriptive 

research studies that describe variables as they exist are 

supported by data in the form of numbers derived from real 

circumstances with the aim of creating an objective picture or 

description of a circumstance. This research method uses a 

survey method that is to collect data from a group of panels or 

respondents [14]. The sampling techniques used are purposive 

samplings. According to preliminary surveys, the incidence of 

juvenile polygamy between 2013 and 2023 comprised a total 

of 16 households, each with 16 husbands, 16 first wives, and 

16 second wives. The data is then processed into spatial data 

spread across the area of the study with the help of the 

Geographic Information System (SIG) through the Hot Spot 

Analysis (Getis-Ord Gi*) feature contained in the ArcGIS 

space statistics tools so that it can be continued with the 

analysis of the grouping of hot spots of the spread. Hot Spot 

Analysis is a method of detection of spatial clusters that 

identifies statistically significant space concentrations of high 
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values and low values associated with a set of geographical 

features [15]. 

The population area was assessed in two sub-districts of 

Banyuasin Regency, focusing on the incidence of juvenile 

polygamy. The sample framework was deliberately selected to 

cover villages that were assessed showing male groups 

involved in juvenile polygamy, as well as women's household 

villages involved in activities such as perpetrators or wives. 

Individuals engaged in juvenile polygamy marriages, 

assuming the role of husband, first wife, or second wife, and 

being under 21 at the time of their marriage, were included in 

the sample frame. The prevalence of juvenile polygamy was 

determined using information provided by six community 

leaders and village heads [16]. The data is then inserted into 

the attribute table in the ArcGIS application, and the results 

are displayed in the form of diagrams and map images 

showing the spread of juvenile polygamy. Tabulation analysis 

is used to investigate the socio-demographic characteristics of 

polygams, in particular their geographical origin, age, 

educational background, and careers. Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) are used to investigate spatial patterns of 

geographical origin of polygamy. This analysis is done 

through Hotspot analysis or the Getis Ord Gi* technique. The 

local principle and method used in statistical Gethes-Ords is to 

combine the observation values with the surrounding locations 

to determine the process of events from the spatial pulse of the 

observed locations. (membentuk suatu Hotspot). The first 

method of analysis in this study is the hotspot analysis method 

(Getis-Ord Gi*), which is the analysis used to find out which 

area is the hottest area of grouping (hotest area) of juvenile 

polygamy perpetrators in Musi Banyuasin district. The low 

elevation of the grouping of objects in this analysis is directed 

by probability (p-value) and standard deviation (z-score). This 

method of analysis determines the hottest area based on Gi* 

values by considering the values of the surrounding objects. 

The hottest area is the area surrounded by objects with high 

grouping values, then the area around the low grouping 

becomes the coldest area: 

Table 1. Z-score hotspot analysis value interpretation guide 

No. Z-Score Interpretation 

1. < -2.58 99% Possibility of a village being a hotspot 

2. -2.58 to -1.96 95% Possibility of a village being a hotspot

3. -1.96 to -1.65 90% Possibility of a village being a hotspot

4. -1.65 to 1.65 Nothing significant. 

5. 1.65 to 1.96 
90% Possibility of a village becoming a 

coldspot 

6. 1.96 to 2.58 
95% Possibility of a village becoming a 

coldspot 

7. > 2.58 
99% Possibility of a village becoming a 

coldspot 

The result of this data analysis method is a Hot Spot Map of 

the spread of juvenile polygamy that presents the low height 

of the grouping of such spread objects and to find out which 

villages are hot spots, cold spots and neutral areas in Musi 

Banyuasin district. A descriptive analysis is then carried out to 

determine the cause of the hot spot spread. The second method 

of data analysis is qualitative descriptive analysis by analyzing 

the overlay of spatial data between the hotspot analysis results 

with the location and localization of the spread of polygamy. 

As for the formulation used for the Getis value of Ord Gi* as 

follows [17]. 

𝐺𝑖
∗ =

∑𝑛
𝑗=1 𝑤𝑖,𝑗𝑥𝑗 − 𝑋̄∑𝑛

𝑗=1 𝑤𝑖,𝑗

𝑆√
∑𝑛
𝑗=1 𝑤𝑖,𝑗

2 − (∑𝑛
𝑗=1 𝑤𝑖,𝑗)

2
]

𝑛 − 1

𝑋̄ =
∑𝑛
𝑗=1 𝑥𝑗

𝑛

𝑆 = √
∑𝑛
𝑗=1 𝑥𝑗

2

𝑛
− (𝑋̄)2

where, 

Gi
*=Value of Getis Ord Gi

*;  

Xj=Value /Atribute Featur j;  

Wij=Spatial Weight between Features i and j; 

𝑋=Average Value;  

S=Deviation Standart;  

N=Number of Features. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Social and demographic characteristics of polygamists 

The prevalence of adolescent polygamy in Musi Banyuasin 

has been spotted for quite some time. Young polygamous 

marriages have been observed to be a long-standing 

occurrence, according to field data. However, the frequency of 

such weddings remains minimal, with only the local 

community knowing of such instances.. The following data is 

on the prevalence of adolescent polygamy in the Musi 

Banyuasin Regency. It can be seen on Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Trends in adolescent polygamy in Musi Banyuasin 

regency 

The visual representation offered displays the frequency of 

adolescent polygamous weddings in Musi Banyuasin 

Regency, demonstrating an annual pattern. According to the 

data, the most instances occurred between the years of 2013 

and 2022. There was a continuous drop in the prevalence of 

polygamous marriages among adolescents between 2013 and 

2020. This is a reference to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 

during which communities were urged to limit social events, 

resulting in fewer weddings. During periods of imposed 

constraints, adolescents choose to prioritize household 

activities, avoid educational institutions, and avoid visiting 

recreational enterprises. As a result of the ongoing epidemic, 

both adolescent and adult polygamy have 

decreased.Nonetheless, since the global outbreak of the Covid-

19 epidemic in 2022, there has been a revival in the prevalence 

of adolescent polygamy. Following the end of the pandemic in 
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2023, adolescents started attending educational institutions, 

participating in other social activities, and socializing with 

people of the opposite gender, according to an investigation. 

The unrestricted nature of minors' social contacts might have 

negative consequences, such as the comeback of teenage 

polygamous marriages and the accompanying growth of 

negative feelings. A large proportion of adolescents, roughly 

43%, experienced heightened levels of loneliness during the 

COVID-19 epidemic, according to a study conducted by 

Sagita and Hermawan [18]. 

Loneliness is described as a psychological state in which an 

individual has a gap between their desired amount of social 

connections and the number of associations they have [19]. 

Following a lengthy period of loneliness, teens have begun 

engaging in larger-scale social activities and pursuing various 

endeavors following the end of the epidemic. Inadequate 

knowledge of the consequences of one's actions can lead to 

unfavorable outcomes, such as extramarital pregnancy and 

related situations. The proliferation of mobile phone 

telecommunication technology has had a significant impact on 

the distribution of information, resulting in the rapid 

circulation of news regarding underage polygamous weddings 

on social media networks. This suggests that the occurrence of 

teenage polygamous marriages in Musi Banyuasin Regency is 

neither considered shameful nor a recent phenomenon. Indeed, 

the majority of adolescent polygamous unions are conducted 

in a grand manner, often involving the organization of 

celebratory events that extend beyond the immediate families 

of the three brides to include the entire village community 

(Table 2). 

 

Table 2. Adolescent polygamists by district of origin 

 

No. Villages 
Amount 

Total Percentage 
Husband 1st Wife 2nd Wife 

1. Kertayu 6 3 4 13 27.08% 

2. Pagar Kaya 2 2  4 8.33% 

3. Tebing Bulang 1 - 1 2 4.16% 

4. Rantau Sialang 1 1 1 3 6.25% 

5. Jembatan Gantung 1 1 1 3 6.25% 

6. Baru Jaya 3 - 1 4 8.33% 

7. Jirak 1 1 2 4 8.33% 

8. Mekar Jaya 1 4 5 10 20.83% 

9. Layan  1  1 2.08% 

10. Sinar Jaya  1 1 2 4.16% 

11. TM  1  1 2.08% 

12. areas outside the study villages  1  1 2.08% 

 Total 16 16 16 48 100% 
Source: Primary data 2023 

 

According to the data in the table, a considerable proportion 

of people who practice polygamy are from Kertayu Village 

(27.08%). In contrast, a sizable fraction of primary and 

secondary wives (20.83%) are from the village of Mekar Jaya. 

According to the findings of the field survey, Kertayu 

settlement is the oldest settlement in the region. It also has a 

plethora of traditional cultural celebrations, such as the 

sedekah rami ceremony. As a result, this hamlet attracts people 

from adjacent villages who want to build familial ties within 

the Kertayu hamlet community. Bachelors from Kertayu 

Village have a positive reputation among ladies from other 

rural areas, particularly those living in villages located a long 

distance from the city. Likewise, the primary and secondary 

spouses are mostly from Mekar Jaya village, a rural 

community in Musi Banyuasin Regency. Notably, this area 

was originally recognized as an unsuccessful transmigration 

site, as many Javanese relocated here but eventually returned 

to their original location. 

The biggest motivation for women to pursue polygamous 

partnerships is frequently their desire to relocate to a more 

established community within a social setting. Certain young 

women may be tempted by men from more developed 

locations, leading to adolescent polygamy. This is consistent 

with Munir's contention that one of the variables affecting an 

individual's desire to relocate is the hope of marriage [20]. 

Husnah et al. shared this sentiment, claiming that the variable 

of education has a beneficial impact on lifetime migration. 

Marriage is used by a considerable proportion of young 

women in Indonesia to improve their quality of life [21]. This 

motivation comprises a variety of goals, including economic 

advancement, acquiring an identification card in order to 

explore abroad career opportunities, and pursuing a better life 

by marrying someone from more developed regions with 

greater economic prospects. Figure 2 showing adolescent 

polygamy distribution below. 
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Figure 2. Distribution of adolescent polygamy 

 

According to Figure 2, the majority of male adolescent 

polygamists live in more developed villages that are located 

close to urban areas. Women who practice polygamy, on the 

other hand, can be traced back to rural settlements on the 

outskirts of the sub-district region. The bulk of polygamous 

women come from rural areas with low levels of development 

and a long distance from urban centers, such as sub-district or 

district capitals. 

Furthermore, Figure 2 depicts the thorough distribution of 

the numerous areas of origin for teenage polygamists. Cultural 

and historical ties rooted in tradition and familial values bind 

these regions together. The historical dynamics of familial 

relationships have historically allowed the mobility of young 

people to places with cultural heritages comparable to their 

initial location. Even in polygamous couples, the presence of 

these familial ties promotes the desire to plan marriages for 

their offspring. Certain behaviors are reluctantly 

acknowledged through traditional rites. 

 

3.2 Age characteristics of polygamy perpetrators 

 

As an indicator, age is seen as a decisive element in the 

permissibility of marriage, especially polygamous marriage. 

According to the 2019 marriage legislation, the minimum age 

limit for both males and females to enter into matrimony is 

established at 19 years. However, there is a distinction 

between polygamous marriages performed in Musi Banyuasin 

Regency and those observed elsewhere, as they are done by 

adolescents who have not yet attained the required age for 

marriage. The act of marrying at a young age has negative 

consequences for teens, which is amplified in the case of 

adolescent polygamous marriages. 

The graph below depicts the percentage distribution of 

polygamous teenagers according on age. Age characteristics 

influence the variability of teenage polygamists. The majority 

of adolescent polygamists are typically 17 years old, which 

corresponds to the age at which most people complete their 

junior high school education. According to the statistics in 

Figure 3, a large proportion of polygamous weddings in Musi 

Banyuasin Regency took place at the age of 17, accounting for 

44% of the total. Furthermore, 25% of these marriages 

happened at the age of 16, with 23% occurring at the age of 18. 

92% of juvenile polygamous marriages contain persons who 

are younger than the legally mandated minimum age. Age is a 

requirement for both men and women to be legally eligible for 

marriage and subsequent registration in a religious court. 

According to data from the National Family Planning 

Coordinating Board (BKKBN), women should marry at the 

age of 19, while men should marry at the age of 20 [22].  

Based on the facts presented above, it is clear that none of 

the adolescent polygamous marriages adhere to the optimal 

age for marriage. The average age of males taking on the role 

of husbands in teenage polygamous marriages is 19 years old, 

accounting for around 8% of such unions. It is worth noting in 

the context of teenage polygamous marriages that a large 

proportion of women, approximately 25%, adopted the role of 

first or second wife at the age of 16. Adolescent polygamous 

marriage in Musi Banyuasin Regency not only maintains betel 

marriage but also lengthens the period of early marriage.  

Underage marriage has a number of negative implications. 

One noteworthy ramification is for women's health, as their 

reproductive systems may not be appropriately equipped for 

pregnancy and childbirth. As a result, individuals are more 

vulnerable to reproductive health complications such as 

hemorrhage, miscarriage, low birth weight, and even maternal 

and child mortality. Polygamous marriages involving 

teenagers have a negative impact on both men and women. 

Polygamous women are at a higher risk of depression and 

sexual violence, in addition to having poor reproductive health 

[23]. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Age characteristics of adolescent polygamists 

 

3.3 Polygamist educational characteristics 

 

An individual's educational level can be a crucial 

component in decision-making processes, such as determining 

the optimum age for marriage [24]. Individuals with a higher 

level of education are more likely to choose career growth over 

marriage. Individuals with less educational attainment have a 

higher proclivity for making marriage decisions, particularly 

in rural settings such as Musi Banyuasin Regency's rural 

communities. A significant percentage of adolescents with low 

educational attainment marry, including cases of early 

marriage and polygamous unions among teenagers. The graph 

below depicts the characteristics related to the educational 

attainment of teenagers in polygamous partnerships. 

Figure 4 shows that a considerable fraction of adolescent 

polygamists have an educational attainment equivalent to 

elementary school, accounting for 35% of the sample. Closer 

investigation reveals that the 35% estimate is heavily 

influenced by the educational attainment of people who marry 

for the second time, regardless of gender. In contrast, the first 

wife's educational attainment is predominantly at the junior 

high school level. Despite differences in educational 

attainment between the husband, second wife, and first wife, 

it is clear that elementary and junior high school education 

levels remain relatively low, falling short of the government's 

minimum 13 years of schooling. Polygamous marriages have 

been found to have a negative link with individuals' 
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educational attainment, particularly women [25]. 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Education background of polygamous adolescent 

 

Inadequate understanding among adolescents of the 

obligations connected with marriage, particularly the tasks 

required of a husband, contributes to the prevalence of 

polygamous marriages among youths [26]. Furthermore, the 

culture and family may find it difficult to entirely oppose 

young polygamous marriages due to the assumption that 

marriage is a superior alternative to engaging in extramarital 

activities [27]. Teenage polygamous marriages are 

distinguished by the absence of long-term sustainability for 

one of the partners, typically the first or second wife [28]. Due 

to the simultaneous nature of the marriage process, 

determining the status of the first or second wife in teenage 

polygamous marriages within Musi Banyuasin Regency 

creates a hurdle [29]. Both the marriage contract and the 

wedding reception take place concurrently on the same day. In 

order to secure the status of first wife, each wife engages in a 

competitive dynamic with the other [30]. Ultimately, the first 

wife will be the wife who successfully performs the ijab qobul 

rite first. 

 

3.4 Characteristics based on occupation 

 

Employment is an important indicator for measuring the 

socioeconomic circumstances of teenagers engaging in 

polygamous relationships. This includes the jobs of the parents 

of polygamous adolescent individuals (Figure 5).  

 

 
 

Figure 5. Characteristics of respondents based on occupation 

 

The acquisition of job has a direct impact on an individual's 

income and ability to meet life's many demands. A substantial 

number of adolescent polygamists, 73%, are unemployed in 

the Musi Banyuasin Regency. This comment contradicts the 

widely held belief that the existence of a wealthy husband is a 

decisive factor in polygamy practice. Nonetheless, it is worth 

mentioning that the guardians of pubescent polygamists are 

generally those who own land and engage in business activities 

[31]. 

Occupation has an impact on social standing. The trend of 

adolescent boys engaging in simultaneous relationships with 

numerous partners can be traced to the predominance of 

polygamous marriages among adolescents in the Musi 

Banyuasin Regency. After a lengthier period of courting, one 

of the parties participating in the romantic engagement 

believes they have a genuine claim to prompt matrimony [32]. 

The aforementioned desire creates conflicting emotions in the 

second person involved in the romantic relationship, pushing 

them to consider marrying both female opposites. As a result, 

the male's family must face pressure or requests to assist the 

marriage of both ladies. Finally, the village leader's 

intervention facilitates the resolution of this situation [33]. 

Furthermore, it is often assumed that women who have been 

in long-term dating relationships should marry as soon as 

possible [34]. The lack of a marriage union would be regarded 

as a cause of disgrace. While it is true that teenagers who enter 

polygamous marriages during their adolescent years are often 

reliant on their parents, adolescents who enter polygamous 

marriages with two spouses concurrently may find themselves 

dependent on their parents' gardens or engaged in garden-

related labor even after marriage [35]. 

 

3.5 The geographic distribution of adolescent polygamists 

 

The socio-spatial context also influences the socio-

demographic composition of adolescents individuals engaged 

in polygamous relationships (Figure 6). 

The hotspot analysis results show that the concentration of 

male teenage polygamists is primarily concentrated in the sub-

district capital. Female polygamists, on the other hand, are 

from rural settlements on the outside of the sub-district. This 

finding provides empirical evidence for the idea that socio-

spatial status has a major impact on the socio-demographic 

makeup of teenage individuals in polygamous relationships 

[36]. Couples who live in the sub-district capital are seen to 

have a little higher social standing. Individuals from peripheral 

villages who want to advance in society are willing to enter a 

polygamous marriage as the second wife of a man who lives 

in the sub-district headquarters [37]. The presence of socio-

spatial interactions in rural communities in Jirak Jaya and 

Sungai Keruh sub-districts demonstrates that patron-client 

ideas continue to prevail [38]. 

The socio-spatial dynamics found among Musi Banyuasin's 

adolescent polygamists provide as an instance of the 

underlying core patron-client relationship [39]. The improved 

standing of the sub-district capital region can be attributed to 

its superior infrastructure development and physical facilities. 

Furthermore, the puyang, or location of origin of the ancestors, 

plays an important role in shaping the kinship structure within 

South Sumatran society. The village of origin of the puyang, 

which serves as the sub-district seat, is extremely important 

for women aspiring to higher social status [40].  

The main point of the described research and discussion is 

that polygamy is a complicated phenomena dependent on 

geographical and sociodemographic features. Understanding 

the emergence and persistence of social phenomena such as 

adolescent polygamy requires a sociospatial viewpoint [41]. 

This viewpoint acknowledges that the physical and social 

context in which individuals and groups are located can have 

1832



a substantial impact on their behavior and decisions [42]. 

Understanding how these socio-spatial elements interact is 

critical for policymakers, researchers, and activists striving to 

combat juvenile polygamy. With an understanding of the 

dynamics that are unique to a particular location, it can inform 

the development of targeted interventions and policies to 

decrease and prevent early marriages and polygamy [43]. This 

finding implies that socio-spatial perspectives have an impact 

on the appearance of social phenomena such as adolescent 

polygamy.  

The study's findings can be used to guide local government 

initiatives targeted at creating more equal development in 

remote settlements [44]. These policies may include the 

improvement of road infrastructure [45], the construction of 

adequate public facilities such as schools, the establishment of 

stable internet networks, the provision of dependable 

electricity, and the formation or revitalization of organizations 

that serve as forums for fostering positive youth creativity. To 

avoid the formation of a socio-spatial split. 

Figure 6. Hotspot analysis of the distribution of villages of 

origin of adolescent polygamists 

4. CONCLUSIONS

Polygamy practices among adolescents differ greatly, as 

occupational variables exhibit strong relationships, indicating 

that women who do not work are more likely to be eager to 

participate in polygamy partnerships. Male polygamists' 

educational levels, with the majority completing only 

elementary school (43.7%), suggest a lack of knowledge of 

marriage obligations. In terms of age, it is worth noting that a 

considerable amount (44%) of polygamy, regardless of 

gender, occurs at the age of 17. According to the geographical 

characteristics of the polygamous village, the male polygamy 

village is located near the sub-district capital. In contrast, the 

bulk of polygamous women were from communities beyond 

the subregion. As a result, the dispersion of their native 

villages influences the socio-spatial and socio-demographic 

characteristics of young polygams, which reflect cultural and 

historical ties.  

The Keruh and Jirak River sub-districts are being 

researched for spatial homogamy. Governments should launch 

initiatives to promote regional development, such as 

improving road infrastructure, building adequate public 

facilities such as schools, establishing stable internet 

networks, ensuring reliable electricity supply, and establishing 

or revitalizing organizations that serve as a forum for 

encouraging positive creativity among young people. The goal 

is to prevent the development of social-spatial separation.  

The prevalence of polygamy marriage among young people 

can be attributed to teenagers' lack of knowledge of the 

obligations associated with marriage, namely the tasks 

demanded of a husband. Furthermore, societies and families 

may find it challenging to entirely condemn youthful 

polygamous marriages. Teenagers who enter polygamous 

marriages in their teens frequently rely on their parents. Socio-

spatial position has a significant impact on the 

sociodemographic makeup of adolescents in polygamous 

partnerships. Individuals from suburban towns who wish to 

climb in society are willing to engage a polygamous marriage 

as the second wife of a man from the metropolis. 
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