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This Special Issue contains some of the papers 
presented at MIT to pay tribute to Professor Jerry 
Connor of its Civil Engineering Department 
on the occasion of his retirement after 60 years 
there. The event was fully reported in Volume 2, 
Number 4 of this Journal.

The occasion brought together a number of 
academics and professionals who were profoundly 

whose support was decisive for starting their 

In my case, my association with Jerry helped me 

and integral equations mathematical tools that 
gave rise to the Boundary Element Method.

Professor Herbert Einstein, one of his colleagues 

ahead of what needs to be solved. He introduced 
a series of major innovations in research and 

in mind the professional relevance of whatever he was teaching. Herbert was grateful to 
Jerry for his help in reaching tenure at MIT and for his many illuminating discussions. He 

engineer!

and applying simple concepts. Jerry, Jose said, is foremost a teacher and a true scholar.

structures instrumentation tools.

Petros Komodromos, now at the University of Cyprus, expressed his appreciation to Jerry for 
his support during his PhD thesis. He is author of the paper on the Response of Seismically 
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referred also to the importance of Jerry in the development of his own career. His paper on 

particularly those in the Master of Engineering programme which he created and which, 

opinions of all his colleagues and students. Jerry maintained that students should be treated 

lives, just one of the many reasons why so may of us feel indebted to Jerry.
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